‘Who else would shape the future?!’
Your World Your Say Survey Results - Summary, 2010

Your World Your Say

“Your World Your Say’ was an online survey run by Global Learning Network South West (GLEAN). Open to all young
people age 12-18+, 299 have completed the survey, the majority (75%) age 12-14.

The aim of YWYS is to give young people a voice on global issues and world events, and a chance to express their ideas
about their role in ‘changing the future for the better’ (see QCDA ‘Aims of the Curriculum’).

It is also to inform the development of ‘student voice’” methodology, so we can better engage with young people as
responsible global citizens who feel empowered to take action to reduce global poverty.

The Survey
We asked how much they knew about global issues such as conflict and human rights, how much these issues matter to
them and who they talk to about these issues.

We also asked if they feel young people have a role to play in shaping the future, whether they feel able to lead change in
their school or college, and what action they would be willing to take to try to make the world more fair and sustainable.
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Survey answers

1. Issues that respondents know a lot about
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2. Issues respondents would like to know more about
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Racism

Terrorism

Climate Change

Equal Opportunities for Women
Fairtrade/ Trade Justice

Human Rights

Universal Access to Safe Water
Conflict/ Civil War

Global Health Issues
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‘There are issues and we are the ones

who will need to solve them when the
time comes’

3. How much do these issues matter to young people?
Answer - A lot
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Get Active

Young people talk about these issues at school (79%) and
at home (around 50%). Worryingly, 1 in 10 don't talk about
them at all.

We are full of fresh and new ideas of shaping our
economy into a better and safer place for us all. We talk
and think about these issues and think that some of the
things happening in the world is un-acceptable

Over one-in-three of the young people said they would like
to join a ‘student voice network’. Top of the list for possible
network activity is running training sessions for young

people on issues and skills, and creating local action
groups.
We, as children of this world need to learn there ARE
issues in this life and we are the ones who will need to
SOLVE them when the time comes

As many at 3 in 10 would consider becoming an
‘ambassador’ on global issues in their school or college.
Two-thirds are interested in holding an event and a similar
number would like to make a film.

Because we are the next generation, it matters that we do
something to help!

Leading Change

Importantly, 97% of the young people agreed that they
have an important role to play in shaping the future of the
world.

We are the new generation and it's important for us to
help adults out with issues such as global warming

84% believe their ideas can lead change in their school or
college and only 5% don’t think they can make a difference.

We are the future - we are the leaders, the movers, the
thinkers, the shakers of tomorrow. If we don't shape the
future who does?! @

Department for
International
Development

leading the British Government’s fight against world poverty




